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We are all familiar with the works of William Shakespeare, especially 
perhaps his plays.  Those of us of an older generation can probably still cite 
some of the lines that we were forced to memorize when in high school: 
“The quality of mercy is not strained,” “Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend 
me your ears...” “To be or not to be...”  Often in his plays there would be 
soliloquies in which the main actor would be on the stage, lights focused 
intently upon him, with everyone focused on every word.  These were 
important moments in the plays, which is probably why we had to 
memorize them; they were moments that gave direction to the unfolding of 
the play and its eventual conclusion.

Today’s gospel, in the drama surrounding his life, death, resurrection, 
and ascension, we hear Jesus’ soliloquy to his disciples during the last 
supper. 

Jesus speaks to them about the important matters on his mind and 
about what they must do.  He has done all that he can.  In this snippet of 
his farewell speech, Jesus is extremely intent.

He prays for his disciples.  Jesus knows that they need his prayers.  
He knows the hardships that they will face.  He loves his disciples and 
wants them to be close to God.  At the same time Jesus prays for us.  He 
wants us to accept him through the word preached by those disciples and 
eventually by the descendants of those disciples.  

Basically, Jesus is commissioning his disciples to complete the work 
that he has begun.  But, as you know, that work begins again and again 
each time a new person is born.  The foundation of the Christian life is 
always being built up in our lives, but it begins anew each time a baby is 
born.  The Christian Catholic life is not automatic; it’s not part of our dna. 
We can turn it off and on.  However, if it’s not there to begin with, there is 
nothing to turn on.

However, over the past fifty years things have changed.  Up until 
then, the structures were strong; there was a supportive atmosphere for 
transmitting our faith.  However, when the faith is not practiced; when 
regular church attendance is not part of our lives; when prayer becomes a 
bargaining session with a God that we don’t know; when we believe that we 
can make God into our image rather than the fact that we are made in 
God’s image, then our faith heritage has gone haywire.
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When someone who should be Catholic says to me: “when did you 
paint the church?”  When someone talks about extreme unction, when, 
during a funeral or wedding, there is an inaudible mumble to “the Lord be 
with you,” when very practicing Catholics are not given a true Catholic 
funeral by the children who have strayed from the church, when sports, 
dancing, ice skating, tournaments, and parties replace “keep holy the 
Lord’s day,” then we know clearly that the faith is not alive and or has, at 
least, become very low on the totem pole of values.

The work Jesus speaks about in his good-bye speech needs to be 
done today with as much intensity as in the time of Jesus.  In fact, I would 
say with more intensity because there are too many competing 
philosophies, theologies, and outlooks prevalent in the world today, and all 
of these positions are given equal value and footing especially in our media 
savvy world.

So, at the last supper Jesus did pray for us along with his disciples 
present with him.  As a response, we must be willing to learn our faith and 
defend the faith, practice the faith with the same gusto as if our lives 
depended on it.  In fact, isn’t that true?  Our life, our future life, our eternal 
life, life itself is rooted in faith, lived in faith, and completed in faith.  Let’s 
give substance to our lives by giving substance to our faith.
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