
Homily - Fourth Sunday of Easter
May 8, 2022

“The Lord is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall want.”  Those very 
familiar words are, I am sure, known to most of us.  They form part of our 
prayer when we are troubled.  Those words are the fodder of sympathy 
cards that we sent to others who feel troubled at the loss of a loved one.  
Those same words find themselves as parts of our liturgies, again 
especially in funeral liturgies.

The story is told about two men, a talented actor and an ordinary Joe.  
They were asked to recite the poem.  The actor, a non-believer, did an 
excellent job reciting the psalm.  He pronounced and enunciated each word 
perfectly, pausing as appropriate, emphasizing as needed, and changing 
the tone of his voice as necessary.  Listeners were spell bound by his 
recitation and deeply impressed.  

The ordinary Joe, a man of faith, also read the psalm aloud.  He 
stumbled over words, was monotone in his recitation, deadpan in the 
delivery.  However, the audience was more impressed by this man’s 
delivery.   Even the actor congratulated the ordinary Joe for his delivery.  
Joe had a hard time accepting the praise, but the actor said to him: “I know 
the psalm perfectly.  However, you know the shepherd.  I spoke the works, 
you spoke from the heart.”

Please note that the psalm says: “The Lord is my shepherd.”  It does 
not say “The Lord is a shepherd,” even though he is a shepherd.

So, it seems that the question for us is how would we recited the 
psalm - like the actor or like the ordinary Joe.

Jesus clearly presents himself in today’s gospel as the shepherd.  
What we have in today’s gospel is a snippet of his full teaching on his role 
as shepherd.  However, even though the passage is brief, it remains very 
powerful.

First of all, Jesus identifies himself as the shepherd, the one cares for 
the sheep entrusted to him.  As shepherd, he is very protective of his 
sheep, in other words all of us because we are the sheep over whom he 
watches.  Jesus is committed to his role in the relationship between 
shepherd and sheep.  However, a legitimate question would be how 
committed are we?

I am sure that we would all want to belong to this flock of Jesus.  How 
comforting and reassuring it would be to know that we are part of that, so to 
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speak, in-crowd of Jesus and his sheep.  But how can we be sure that we 
belong?

Well, it seems that there are three requirements to belong.  First of 
all, we need to believe in Jesus as he is, not as we make him to be.  The 
only way that we can truly know Jesus is to read his words, read his life, 
read his teachings, all of which are found in the gospels.  It’s quite easy to 
know Jesus if we describe him as we would like him to be.  Our pop 
descriptions of Jesus may not be the Jesus as revealed in the gospels.  
Unfortunately, some of our pop culture descriptions of Jesus focus so much 
on his humanity that they forget he is divine, that he is God.

A second requirement to be among the sheep is that we listen to the 
shepherd.  Listens means obey.  If we make up our own Jesus, the big 
danger is that we likewise make up what he asks us to do.  He does ask a 
lot....but never asks what cannot be done.  

The third requirement is to heed his voice, that is listen and put into 
practice.  When we hear that we think immediately of moral issues and 
morality is part of it.  But even greater than morality is the “attitude” of 
Christ.  Attitude is hard to describe in words, easy to recognize in reality.  
We all know when someone “cops” attitude.  Well, in our life as sheep, we 
must have the same attitude as Christ towards the world.  Morality is a part, 
but only one aspect.  The attitude of Christ means practicing virtues of 
justice, charity, prudence, and the list could go on and on.  But they are all 
attitudes that we can read about as we read the gospels.

The shepherd has help coming from his sheep dog who knows the 
mind of the shepherd and directs the sheep in the right direction.  In a way, 
the teaching authority of the Church is like the sheepdog always keeping in 
touch with the original teachings of Jesus and in touch with tradition in 
order to steer the flock always in the direction wanted by the shepherd.

We call today Good Shepherd Sunday because of the gospel that we 
have read.  We know that Jesus is our good shepherd.  Let us pray that we 
can be good, faithful, and loyal sheep listening and heeding the voice of the 
shepherd.
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