
Homily - Pentecost 2022 - June 5, 2022

I am not a good texter.  Why?  Well, I have this terrible habit of writing out 
all the words.  Good texters don’t do that.  They have almost established 
their own language based loosely on what we call English.  ADAD=Another 
Day Another Dollar; I always thought that a-u-n-t spelled aunt, but for the 
texter a-u-n-t means “and you know that.”  Then, there is ATM…we all know 
that means Automatic Teller Machine, but for a texter it means “at the 
moment.”  Added to this texting vocabulary we have a huge world of 
emoticons that have turned the simple smiley face into digital art on 
steroids.

Of course, all of this is based on language, and we know full well that 
when we don’t speak the same language, we’re not going to be on the 
same page, we will feel a universes apart, and basically we just don’t 
communicate.  Even though we are all made in the image and likeness of 
God, and even though we recognize and respect all human beings, the 
element that can unite us, language, is also the element that can separate 
us.

The reading from the Acts of the Apostles describes this phenomenon 
on Pentecost Sunday.  The reading portrays two phenomena: people spoke 
different languages and even if one language was spoken, all could 
understand.  A poor comparison that might help understand this event 
would be watching a foreign film but hearing everything in English. 

But the Acts of the Apostles is not recounting some kind of psychic 
phenomena or mere twist of nature, but rather recounts the manifestation 
of the Holy Spirit.  God, manifested as the Holy Spirit, can take the human 
diversity of many languages and join them into one so that all people can 
hear his divine message.  God’s message is for all people, no matter their 
language. 

This manifestation of the Holy Spirit’s unifying power is not confined 
to language.  Paul tells us that the Holy Spirit bestows gifts on individuals, 
but these gifts are not for the individual person, but rather are to be used 
for the benefit of all.  We frequently say that some people are gifted, and 
some are more gifted than others.  But, in the Christian perspective, those 
gifts are likewise responsibilities because they cannot be hoarded away, 
but must be used to benefit all.

But Paul goes one step further and teaches that, although there are 
many of us, our Baptism, our incorporation into the Body of Christ, the 
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Church, allows us to share in the Holy Spirit.  This sharing in the Holy Spirit 
is our sharing in God’s life.  So, the Church, even though made up of mere 
human beings, is a divine institution because its origins, its roots are found 
in God himself who created us, who saved us through the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus, and who sanctifies us by sending his Holy Spirit.

So, what are we supposed to do with this marvelous gift of the Holy 
Spirit, God himself, given to us especially in the sacraments?  Another 
question will take us to the answer.  Do we want to be converted or 
transformed?

Conversion can take place in a few moments.  Transformation can 
take much longer.  Conversion is enjoyable because we see something 
better on the horizon.  Transformation challenges us because it often 
means taking on new behaviors, changing lifestyle, moving beyond our 
comfort zone.  In biblical terms, Pentecost Sunday, was a conversion 
experience for the apostles.  The rest of the Acts of the Apostles describes 
their transformation and the transformation of the early Church. The day of 
marriage is a conversion experience for the bride and groom.  Their lives 
are spent in transforming themselves into husband and wife.

We need the God, the Holy Spirit, we need his gifts, we need his love 
both to convert and to transform ourselves.  Without the Holy Spirit we are 
left to ourselves, and that can be scary.  With the Holy Spirit our lives have 
focus and direction.

Alone we are only a spark; in the Spirit we are a raging fire.
Alone we are only an anthill; in the Spirit we are a soaring mountain.
Alone we are a drop of water; in the Spirit, we are roaring fountain.
Alone we are only a beggar; in the Spirit, we are a king.
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